Legislative Committee Conference Call

January 13, 2003

0900 hours
1. Discuss previously proposed legislative issues

a. 911 Fee Administration – Proposed by Florida Assoc. of Counties, to turn the Wireless 911 Fee Administration over to DOR.
i. According to Winston Pierce, this issue has been dropped.  Hillsborough County has heard that this issue is not dead.  Winston will check on it again.
b. Population Disbursement – change wireless fee distribution to a population based disbursement.
i. This issue is dead.
c. Prepaid Customer Accounts – All wireless customers pay the E911 fee.
i. This issue has been combined with the cellular tower legislative package.  The group discusses this more in detail in item #2.  (Attachment 2)
d. Separation of Wireless and Wireline Accounts – Recommended by the State of Florida Auditor General’s Office.
i. According to Winston, the Auditor General’s Office will submit each of their items separately from the STO and Wireless Board directly to the legislative body.
e. Removal of 30% Rollover Cap on Wireless Revenues – Recommended by the Auditor General.
i. See above.
f. Rural County Grants – allow Rural County Grants to fund regional systems.
i. Winston advised this can be fixed by creating a Rule.
g.  PBX MLTS – creation of some kind of PBX legislation with deadlines.
i. 365.175 has been developed and is part of the first package of changes submitted by the Wireless Board.  (Attachment 1)
h. Allowable Expenditures - 13 A 6 – remove from F.S. and make language a Rule.
i. This is currently a dead issue.
i. Pilot and Special Projects – creation of special projects fund with administrative funds.
i. This is a dead issue

j. Wireless Board Responsibilities – add language into 365.172 to provide for  more specific responsibilities for the Board members.
i. Part of package 1 submitted by the Wireless Board.  (Attachment 1)  The group discussed this in detail as well, feeling the responsibilities outlined were the responsibilities of the STO.  STO advised that they didn’t have the manpower or time to do all the things listed and that someone needed to assist the counties.  Winston advised that there was a Wireless Board meeting coming up on Wednesday and anyone could join in on it if they wanted to voice their opinion or request any item be moved, removed or added.
2. Current Issues within the two proposals submitted by the Wireless Board
a. Package 1
i. Technical Employees Hired by the Board – allows the Wireless Board to hire technical as well as administrative employees.
ii. Wireless Board Responsibilities – provides for specific responsibilities of Board members.
iii. PBX Language – creates 365.175, requires PBX systems sold be ANI/ALI capable after 1/1/04.
b. Package 2
i. Prepaid Customer Accounts – all wireless customers pay the E911 fee.
ii. Wireless Towers – provides for wireless company cellular tower installations be not subject to the inspection process under certain circumstances; gives the wireless company some lead way in leasing space on county/city existing towers, etc…
c. Summary of two packages – there was quite a bit of controversy in the combination of the tower legislation with the prepaid customer accounts.  We, the group felt the tower issue would never make it, and didn’t want the prepaid customer issue to die with it.  The group strongly requested the prepaid issue be moved to package 1.  Winston advised that the wireless industry wanted them combined and had a majority of the vote on the Board since the mid-size county coordinator vacancy on the Board.
d. It was agreed that the Group would attempt to arrange a meeting between wireless industry reps, FAC and the counties to discuss the issues.  As FACs legislative day occurs on March 26, it was suggested we set the meeting up on or around that date.  Sandy, Joe and Debbie will get with their legislative liaisons to work on that.
3. Florida Association of Counties (FAC)
a. FAC’s  letter dated December 19, 2002 providing their stance on related legislative issues.  (Anyone who wants a copy, call or email Sandy Mercer)
4. Open Discussion
a. There is a Wireless Board meeting scheduled for Wednesday, January 15, 2003.  Anyone interested in joining in to hear or be heard can do so by calling in.  The number is:  (850)922-2903.
b. The next Legislative Committee meeting is scheduled on Monday, February 10, 2003 at 9:00 a.m.  Winston will provide the number to Sandy who will forward it to the group.

Meeting adjourned at 09:58 a.m.

