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Clinton Announces Passage of Enhanced 911 Bill (E-9-1-1)


Burns-Clinton Bill to Provide Critical Resources to 
Improve Emergency Communications Nationwide 

Washington, , DC -- Today, Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton (NY) announced the final passage of the "Ensuring Needed Help Arrives Near Callers Employing (ENHANCE) 9-1-1" legislation sponsored and authored by Senators Clinton and Conrad Burns (R-MT). This bill will greatly enhance the nation's system of emergency communications thereby saving lives across the country. The E-911 provisions were included as Title I of H.R. 5419, which the President is expected to sign in the coming days. 

"Especially in this post-September 11th world, our emergency response systems have to be modernized. Our communications technology changes almost overnight but our state and local response centers are still operating in the 20th century. Hundreds of PSAPs in New York and across the country still lack the resources, equipment, and technology to respond to 9-1-1 calls made from a cell phone," Senator Clinton said. "Passage of this bill is an achievement two years in the making. The entire Senate can be proud that it has given approval to legislation that will provide Federal, State and Local governments the tools needed to strengthen our ability to respond and communicate in times of local and national emergencies," Senator Clinton said. "This legislation is the product of a true team approach. From the leaders of the major national police, firefighter and first responder organizations, state administrators of 911 programs nationwide, and members of the Federal Communications Commission, the effort to enhance public safety through this bill has been a truly nationwide effort." 

"Momentum for this bill has been building and building—it's incredibly important for the improvement of public safety in our country, and I refused to let the final gavel drop before passing E9-1-1," said Senator Burns. "As co-Chair of the E9-1-1 Caucus I have been working with my colleagues to make sure our safety systems are where they need to be, and I'm glad we were able to pass this important legislation before the close of the 108th Congress. Since September 11 we have all been working to improve our homeland security and make our nation a more secure place, and I think folks around the country have rallied behind this critical safety bill. Many people have played a part in this, and getting the E9-1-1 bill through the Senate is a huge win. I'm happy to have played a role in passing such a significant piece of legislation. 

The E-911 bill provides for increased federal coordination between Federal, State and local emergency communications systems, emergency personnel and public safety organizations through the creation of a new task force. It authorizes $250 million each year for the next five years for a total of $1.25 billion in matching grants to state and local governments and tribal organizations for the purposes of enhancing emergency communications services through planning, infrastructure improvements, equipment purchases and personnel training and acquisition. In addition, the legislation will discourage states from diverting 911 surcharge revenues for non-911 purposes. 

"New York will benefit greatly from this bill. Many communities throughout our State, from Franklin to Steuben -- and from Allegany to Ulster -- lack the resources and equipment to enable them to respond to and locate 9-1-1 calls made from cellular phones. This legislation will provide the resources for those communities to update their emergency services," the Senator said. 

Another provision in the legislation is designed to end the practice of diverting 9-1-1 surcharge revenue to uses unrelated to enhancing New York's emergency communications infrastructure. Since New Yorkers are paying some of the highest surcharges in the country, they should know the money is being used appropriately. This bill would bar states that do this from being eligible for E-911 grants under this bill and will be publicly identified in a biannual report to Congress. 

Stephen J. Wisely, the Commissioner of Commissioner Onondaga County 911, said, "Those of us in 9-1-1 and public safety owe a debt of gratitude to Senator Hillary Clinton for her determination and leadership in passing vital E9-1-1 legislation. This bill comes at a critical moment, as nearly half of all 9-1-1 calls made in the State of New York are made on mobile phones. Senator Clinton recognizes the needs of our nation's first responders and the policies required to improve the nation's 9-1-1 system." 

The Senator pointed to two tragedies, in New York, that highlight the need for this legislation and the assistance it provides. The first was the tragic kidnapping and murder of the daughter of Assemblyman David Koon, who called 9-1-1 on her cell phone but could not be located. The other was the drowning deaths of four boys in Long Island Sound, who also called for help but the infrastructure was not in place to respond in time. 

"The technology exists to make sure tragedies like this aren't repeated. We must provide communities the help they need to purchase and implement this technology," the Senator said. "This legislation is the product of a true team approach. From the leaders of the major national police, firefighter and first responder organizations, state administrators of 911 programs nationwide, and members of the Federal Communications Commission, the effort to enhance public safety through this bill has been a truly nationwide effort." 

The National Emergency Number Association (NENA) has been a strong supporter of Burns and Clinton and their efforts to advance the issues of 9-1-1 and pass legislation in the 108th Congress. NENA President Bill McMurray said: "We praise the leadership of Senators Burns and Clinton and their colleagues in the Congressional E9-1-1 Caucus in passing this important measure. We have fought long and hard on the principle that the same 9-1-1 service should be available to every citizen anytime, anywhere. Today is an important step in achieving that." 

Regarding passage of the bill, E9-1-1 Institute Executive Director, Gregory L. Rohde said: "This legislation brings Federal resources, for the first time, to expand and improve our nation's 9-1-1 system. Thanks to the leadership of Senators Burns and Clinton the U.S. Senate has made a significant step towards realizing the goal of implementing E9-1-1 throughout the country." 
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